
Colorful actives 
–

a full potential 
workout for vibrant 

clean beauty concepts
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Coloration in cosmetics was used for 
centuries

11.04.2023GfN GmbH & Selco GmbH2

© Mikhail/AdobeStock



The history of colorful cosmetics
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Good 
to

know!

Coloration in cosmetics has been a part of the human culture for centuries,
dating back to the ancient Egyptians and Sumerians. They used clay, semi-
precious stones, paprika, turmeric, seaweed extract, and many other natural
materials to make an array of bright colors.
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The history of colorful cosmetics
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Good 
to

know!

• During the 1800s heavy metals like lead and copper were used to make
formulations even more vibrant and more long-lasting

• In the 1900s, luckily natural pigments and dyes like coal tar dyes became
more popular again

• Nowadays, we find a huge range of cosmetic dyes (water soluble) and
pigments (oil dispersible) on the market (organic and inorganic) like organic
lakes (modified dye), botanicals and inorganic mineral compounds like mica
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Coloration has multiple purposes in 
cosmetics
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Colors and their purpose
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Coloration in cosmetics serves different
purposes:

1. Coloration that stays on the face:

decorative cosmetics: coloration to enhance
our faces optical perfection and underly our
individual personality

stay 
in the 

spotlight!
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Coloration for optical 
enhancement
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Colors and their purpose
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2. Coloration for only the formulation, but not the face:

Coloration in skin care products (like masks, creams, gels etc.): to attract
consumers visually and to indicate and underline the actual claim of the
formulation (f.e. moisturization → blue, luxury → gold)

stay 
in the 

spotlight!
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Coloration for 
visual highlighting

Coloration for 
proof of activity
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.

Colors and their purpose
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stay 
trendy!

Why adding an additional ingredient that basically serves 
no other beneficial need? Isn’t there a better solution?

Our Goal is still:
Clean Beauty

X

Coloration for visual highlighting

Coloration for proof of activity

© gguy/AdobeStock

© dule964/AdobeStock

I rather prefer 
more activity!

© GlobalP/iStock



Clean products are still the goal

• keep your INCI short! – producer and consumer friendly formulations that
are easier to develop and understand.

• focus on proven activity! – actives with well known, proven activity and
compatibility make your life easier by building trust and enhancing sales.

• make it work for sensitive skin! – sensitive skin is a more and more trending
topic in the market.

• care also for the environment! – ecofriendly, ecological, economical and
sustainability is what you want to be nowadays!

• reduce waste! – minimize unnecessary packaging and use nature friendly
boxing.
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It’s not just a trend, YOU NEED TO CARE!

We care!



What are colorful actives?
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Let the activity speak for itself!
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Colorful actives are the new way to make your
application stick out but remain true clean beauty
products that focus on the important things!

These natural extracts and substances, with their
proven activity, additionally add color to your
formulation without the need for further,
unnecessary pigments/dyes.

Let nature do 
the trick!
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Discover our colorful actives!
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When color and activity work together

• Astaxanthin 5 % L #7348

• AGSE 10 % L #7350

• Buriti Oil virgin #7315

• Coenzyme Q10 #7258

• Peptiboost® Cu P/L #7302/7311

• Turmeric Oil (Co2) #7250

• Chlorophyllin #7357
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Astaxanthin 5 % L #7348 – natural red 
color with antioxidative power

INCI (Astaxanthin or Haematococcus Pluvialis Extract)

• 100 % natural purified concentrate of Astaxanthin extracted from algae
(Haematococcus pluvialis)

• red viscous oil

• dosage: 0.01 – 0.1 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• rejuvenates damaged skin

• supports an even skin tone

• smoothes fine lines and reduces wrinkles
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Astaxanthin 5 % L #7348 – natural red 
color with antioxidative power

• has a singlet oxygen quenching activity over 500 times greater than alpha-
tocopherol

• showed a 100-fold greater activity than vitamin E in inhibiting lipid
peroxidation

11.04.2023GfN GmbH & Selco GmbH15

© SpecChem

COSMOS 
approved



11.04.2023GfN GmbH & Selco GmbH16

©  deniskomarov/AdobeStock

Astaxanthin 5 % L #7348 – natural red 
color with antioxidative power
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AGSE 10 % L #7350 – dark red natural 
color with enhanced activity

INCI (Propanediol, Vitis Vinifera Seed Extract)

• novel, proprietary botanical extract enriched for Protein Phosphatase 2A 
(PP2A) activating flavonoids 

• dark red, purple liquid

• dosage: 1 – 10 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• minimizes stress induces skin damages

• minimizes photo-aging

• promotes collagen gene expression
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AGSE

AGSE

→ AGSEs activity as an antioxidant is comparable to ferulic acid, it is 6x more
potent than vitamin C

AGSE 10 % L #7350 – dark red natural 
color with enhanced activity
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AGSE 10 % L #7350 – dark red natural 
color with enhanced activity
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Buriti Oil (virgin) #7315 – orange-red 
detox power from „the tree of life“

INCI (Mauritia Flexuosa Fruit Oil)

• fruit oil extracted from the Buriti fruit pulp with a strong orange red / 
reddish color, indicating the high level of carotenoids (highest conc. of beta 
carotene found in nature); also rich on fatty acids and natural Tocopherol 

• reddish liquid

• dosage: 0.2 – 10 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• minimizes UV induces skin damages

• protects the epidermal lipids from oxidation

• enhances skin elasticity
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Buriti Oil (virgin) #7315 – orange-red 
detox power from „the tree of life“
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Coenzyme Q10 #7258 – yellow natural 
secret for young skin

INCI (Ubiquinone)

• produced by bacterial fermentation process, which is regarded as natural
Coenzyme Q10

• yellow to orange crystalline powder

• dosage: 0.01 – 0.2 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• minimizes photo-aging

• reduces wrinkles and fine lines

• protects the skin from environmental damages

• minimizes cell stress
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Peptiboost® Cu P/L #7302/7311 – blue 
beauty that stimulates cell renewal

INCI (Bis(Tripeptide-1) Copper Acetate or Copper Tripeptide-1) or (Aqua,
Glycerin, Caprylyl Glycol, Ethylhexylglycerin, Bis(Tripeptide-l) Copper Acetate or
Copper Tripeptide-1)

• Peptiboost® Cu P/L is a synthetic copper tripeptide/0.1% solution which acts as
signal and carrier peptide improving skin barrier and barrier function of the skin.

• blue powder/blue solution

• dosage: (P) 0.05 – 1 %/(L) 5 – 50 %

• efficacy:

• reduces wrinkles and fine lines

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• remodels the skin and increases skin thickness

• improves skin barrier repair and function
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Peptiboost® Cu P/L #7302/7311 – blue 
beauty that stimulates cell renewal
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Peptiboost® Cu PPeptiboost® Cu P

→ 0.05% Peptiboost® Cu P reduce the wrinkle volume 14.19% 
after 14 days, 25.59% after 28 days and 34.99% after 56 days.
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Peptiboost® Cu P/L #7302/7311 – blue 
beauty that stimulates cell renewal
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OceanDerMX® Lift and Firm #7353
– diminish fine lines and wrinkles
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OceanDerMX® Balance & Brighten #7351
– visibly brightened complexion
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OceanDerMX® Calm & Soothe #7352
– instant skin soothing
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OceanDerMX® Restore & Protect #7354
– restorative power boost
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Turmeric Oil (Co2) #7250 – yellow 
aroma oil for instant stress relieve

INCI (Curcuma longa root extract)

• CO2 extracted essential oil out of curcuma longa root containing turmerone

• yellowish orangish liquid

• dosage: 0.02 – 2 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• protects the skin from environmental damages

• supports an even skin tone and natural glow

• active in aromatherapy (balance, relax, stimulate)

• helps to fight stress
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Turmeric Oil (Co2) #7250 – yellow 
aroma oil for instant stress relieve



Chlorophyllin #7357 – celebrating 
natures green color 

INCI (Chlorophyllin-Copper Complex or Cl 75810)

• Chlorophyllin is a kind of metalloporphyrin extracted from Ginkgo biloba 
leaf. The extraction process is natural and environment-friendly. It belongs 
to sustainable renewable resources.

• dark green granule

• dosage: 0.001 – 10 %

• efficacy:

• acts as an antioxidant

• acts as a natural coloring agent

• reduces inflammations

• acts anti-microbial
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Chlorophyllin #7357 – celebrating 
natures green color 
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→ The expression of NO decreased with the increasing addition 
of Chlorophyllin (312.5μg/mL, 156.25μg/mL, 78.13μg/mL and 
39.06μg/mL respectively). 

Bar graph showing NO expression results 
after treating LPS-induced macrophages 
with different concentrations of 
Chlorophyllin, compared to control +LPS 
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Chlorophyllin #7357 – celebrating 
natures green color 



Create your new vibrant clean beauty
concept!

11.04.2023GfN GmbH & Selco GmbH36

© GlobalP/iStock

© Liubov Levytska/AdobeStock

© master1305/AdobeStock

It’s time to 
work this out 
right!
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Thanks for your attention!

www.gfn-selco.de

Follow us on

We are looking forward to your 
inquiries and are at your disposal at 

any time if you have questions! 
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